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Changing cities 
Título: Changing cities. Target: Profesores de inglés. Asignatura: Inglés. Autor: Almudena Herrera Llobet, Licenciada 
en Traducción e Interpretación, Profesora de inglés de Secundaria. 
 
Speaking is one of the most important skills when using a language. When people talk about knowing or not 
a foreign language they are mostly talking about speaking, as it is the usual form of communication among 
people around the world. 
In this article I am going to explain an activity which enhances the communicative competence, and 
especially the production of language, that is, the speaking skill. It is a task designed for the 4th year of Non-
Compulsory Secondary Education (ESO), as it is an intermediate level. However, it could also be used with 3rd 
ESO in an ‘advanced’ group. Regarding the timing, it can be done in about 35 minutes, which is very interesting 
because teachers can use it at any time to reinforce a part of the curriculum at the beginning or better at the 
end of a lesson.  
It is a discussion activity, where students have to compare pictures and different situations and they must 
discuss about them. The task is complemented with a listening, too. 
The topic of the task is the comparison of two pictures of the same city, but at different times. Choosing a 
motivating topic is necessary if we want our students to get involved in the task. We have to remember that 
learning must be motivating for them, so the topics are an essential part of our work. 
We will put the focus on using descriptive adjectives, prepositions of place, and connectors of comparison 
and contrast. 
The activity will start with a warm-up task. Students will be asked about the neighbourhood around the 
school, for example, we can ask questions such as ‘Are there any schools, restaurants or parks?’ or ‘How many 
shops, cafés are there?’. We can make the questions so that students can learn the key language necessary to 
do the activity and at the same time, we can activate the remembering of the vocabulary items that they had 
maybe forgotten. Some interesting vocabulary to learn here would be: block of flats, bridge, factory, market, 
office block, pedestrian crossing, pub, restaurant, sports centre. Regarding grammar, it is necessary a revision of 
descriptive structures, for example, the use of there is/there are in the the present and in the past (there 
was/there were). The verb used to to describe a situation in the past that does not longer exist and, last but not 
least, the prepositions of place, such as on, next to, opposite, behind, etc. 
Next, students are organized in pairs and they are asked to describe their home neighbourhoods to each 
other and include any changes they know about or have heard about. 
We provide students with a copy of two cities, one different photocopy for each student in the pair. In each 
copy they will have a picture of a city in 1975 and another picture with a city today. It is important that they do 
not look at each other’s photocopies. Students must talk about their pictures and find at least four main 
changes that have happened in each. After some minutes of doing this, we check their answers. There are 
different ways to do that: with strong classes we can do it as a dictation, but including wrong information and 
telling them to correct it. 
The correct answers would be: 
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In Wellham: 
 The disco has become a theatre. 
 The restaurant used to be a bank. 
 The footbridge has replaced the pedestrian crossing. 
 They have built an office block on the market. 
 
In Marlford: 
 The pub used to be a police station. 
 The sports centre has replaced the factory. 
 They have built the block of flats on the park. 
 The supermarket has closed. 
 
 
During the second part of the activity, the pupils are going to hear a radio interview about Wellham, one of 
the cities in the photocopy, and they will hear the interview twice. We can find this recording in the book 
Speaking Extra, that appears in the bibliography. They will have to take notes on what people think about the 
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changes. We play the recording twice and, before checking the answers, we ask them to compare their notes 
with a partner. 
As an introduction to the correcting task, we ask students how many people spoke to the reporter, and who 
they were. We write the three people that were talking on the board: an old man, a woman who is his 
daughter and her daughter. Next, students can tell us what each of these people said in the interview. 
Finally, as a follow-up activity, students are asked about their opinions on the comments made by the 
speakers, for instance, are they sensible comments or not? This discussion activity, they can do it in groups of 
four people. They can compare the comments of the speakers with their opinions, looking at the pictures of the 
cities and discussing the changes in both towns. They can be given ten minutes to decide which changes are 
good, which are bad, and why. Here, the role of the teacher is going around helping where necessary, and 
listening for interesting comments. When the learners are done with the activity, each group can explain their 
ideas and conclusions to the rest of the class.  ● 
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